Case of metastatic melanoma in an epitrochlear lymph node arising in a pregnant woman.
We describe a rare case of metastatic melanoma in an epitrochlear lymph node in a 29-year-old female patient. The patient had been aware of a brown macule on her right posterior forearm at puberty. Because the lesion had enlarged rapidly, she was referred to our hospital. Histological examination revealed a malignant melanoma. She underwent wide local excision with 3-cm margins and split thickness skin graft closure, but we were not able to perform sentinel node biopsy. She also received three cycles of systemic chemotherapy with dacarbazine, nimustine, vincristine and interferon-beta. However, an epitrochlear node (interval node) metastasis occurred during pregnancy (seventh week) 2 years after the operation. We emphasize that it is important for clinicians to pay attention to the possibility of epitrochlear node metastasis in patients with malignant melanoma in the upper extremity and that it is necessary to perform sentinel node biopsy to identify uncommon lymph node metastasis.